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received an approved scholastic education, he was, in the end, not
too much distressed at its absence.
The conversation that I had with him at our first interview was,
however, the real reason why soon afterwards I went to Germany.
My health was far from re-established, and my working powers
remained greatly impaired. Dr. Coit, therefore insisted, against
my own desire, that I should give myself a 'sabbatical year,' away
from the constant drive of committees and lectures. My know-
ledge of the German language was then, as now, very inadequate;
but it was decided that I should go to one of the German univer-
sities, where I could hear lectures on the subjects that interested
me, and early in 1902 I went to the famous university of Heidel-
berg, where I remained for the spring and summer terms. Had I
been in better health I should probably have chosen the University
of Berlin, but Heidelberg offered more restful conditions, in
addition to courses of study that specially fitted my needs. I
attended lectures on the contents and history of the New Testa-
ment, on economics, on philosophy, and on Roman Law. The
lectures from which I derived the most profit and satisfaction were
those in the philosophical school, given by Professor Kuno Fischer,
This interesting scholar had a well-established European reputa-
tion, and he was the only professor of the university who in any way
influenced me. His knowledge of the subjects upon which he
spoke was adequate, and his renown as a teacher was helped by his
eccentric personality. When he entered the crowded hall where
his lectures were given, he always carried in his hand the key of his
room, and kept this in view as he spoke, in order to indicate, as his
students believed, that he alone possessed the key to knowledge
and wisdom. He invariably began his lecture before he had
actually reached the platform, and he appeared to be as satisfied
with himself as any man I have ever known. At an earlier period
of his career he had been granted the title of 'Excellenz' by the
King of Saxony, and the sound of the word was as music in his ears,
a weakness in which he was generously indulged by his pupils.
One of his foibles was that outside Germany no real scholarship
existed, and it was said that while undergoing his viva a sharp-
witted English student, in reply to the statement that German
scholarship was the best in the world, had remarked with a satis-
factory emphasis: 'Ja, Excellenz, die Deutschen wissen alles'—a
sign of wisdom which was so pleasing to the old man that the boy
got his Ph.D. degree without more ado.

